Page|l

Becoming a Child Again

Read: | John 3:13 (wedl focus our attention on 3:1)
Introduction
Jesusused children as examples of spiritual truths and also to evoke responses from His disciples:

1. Jesus was a child.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be ugluoutdsr.
(Isaiah 9:6)

2. Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them.
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them, laying his hands on them. (Mark 10118

3. Jesus healed a child of a foreign wamm
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instantly. (Matthew 15:28)

4. Jesus cast a demon out of a child.
And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly.
(Matthew 17:18)

5. Jesus raised a child from the dead.
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7. Jesus said you should become like a child.
"Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and become likerehilggou will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven."
(Matthew 18:34)
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9. Jesus predicted the terrible days when fathers would give their children up to death.
"And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child." (Mark2)

10. Jesus said that if you receive a child in his name, you receive him and the one who sent him.
"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives
not me but him who sent me." (Mark 9:37)

Question: What did Jesusneanwhen He spoke of dbecoming a childin Matthew 18:34?

According taJohn Pipel(Pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN):



0One thing to watch for when assessing a person's spiritual fitness for
ministry is how he or she relates to children. Put a dhilthe room and

watch. This is what Jesus did to make his point. Children are the litmus pape
to expose the presence of pride.
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striking. When Jesus saw that his disciples were arguing over which of them
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and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them,
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but him who sefi Y 3. Q:84-37).

Receiving a child into your arms in the name of Jesus is a way to receive Jesus. And receiving Jesus is a
way to receive God. Therefore how we deal with children is a signal of our fellowship with God.
Something is deeply amiss iretboul that does not descend (or is it reacen®) to love and hold a

child¢
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What happens to dull the edge of wonder and expéota causng us either to negict altogether the
tremendous blessing of being a child of God, set free, washed and cleansed, bound for heaven, useful in
the here and now, empowered, and gifted for His glory to be manifested in and through our lives!

1 I'wantto be that wide eyed little kid, full of wonder at the prospects of God in me and using me.
1 Iwantto see God again as | did then, great and holy, living ajektic, close by me, to heaiH
tender voice and feel the warmth of His embrace.
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the list is endless.

How many orphans would tradglaceswith you and meto feel the warm embrace of a loving parent,
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Every 15 SECONDS, another child becomes an AIDS orphan in Africa’

Every DAY 5,760 more children become orphans

Every YEAR 2,102,400 more children become orphans (in Africa alone)

143,000,000° Orphans in the world today spend an average of 10 years® in an orphanage or foster home

Approximately 250,000 children are adopted annually, but...
Every YEAR 14,050,000 children still grow up as orphans and AGE OUT* of the system

Every DAY 38,493 children AGE OUT
Every 2.2 SECONDS, another orphan child AGES CUT with no family to belong to and no place to call home

In Ukraine and Russia 10% -15% of children who age out of an orphanage commit suicide before age 18.
60% of the girls are lured into prostitution.  70% of the boys become hardened criminals.®

Many of these children accept job offers that ultimately result in their being sold as slaves. Millions of girls
are sex slaves today, simply because they were unfortunate enough to grow up as orphans.

Reliable statistics are difficult to find, even the sources often list only estimates, and street children are
rarely included. But even if these figures are exaggerated by double, it is still an unacceptable tragedy that
over a Million children would still become orphans every year, and every year 7 Million children would still
grow to adulthood as orphans with no one to belong to and no place to call home. They are totally
vulnerable and easily fall prey to predators and slave recruiters.

The disastrous outcomes of most children who age out of institutional care is evidence that these
children don’t know the meaning of love, and are unable to comprehend God’s love. Receiving Jesus Christ
makes no sense and too many of them will never have a chance to become adopted children of God.

Concerning the text and context:

a ! f 3:1-3% &parenthesiswithin the present section in which the author reflects on what it means to
be fathered by God, a subject he has mentioned at the eri28 The sequence of the argument is
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In an effort to reveal the merits and character of true spiritual son ship, ilgbrjects an exhilarating
charge, followed by a series of affirmation aimed at revealing the contrasting nature of the new born
child ofGod to his/her worldly counterpart.

How can we express this in our own affirming declarations?
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excitement, consider the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir singing Carol Cymbala®, 19 Amazed!



