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Becoming a Child Again 

Read: I John 3:1-3 (weΩll focus our attention on 3:1) 

Introduction 

Jesus used children as examples of spiritual truths and also to evoke responses from His disciples: 

1. Jesus was a child. 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
(Isaiah 9:6) 

2. Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them. 
ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΤ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΦέ Φ Φ Φ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ 
them, laying his hands on them. (Mark 10:14-16) 

3. Jesus healed a child of a foreign woman. 
άh ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΗ .Ŝ ƛǘ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΦέ !ƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀƭŜŘ 
instantly. (Matthew 15:28) 

4. Jesus cast a demon out of a child. 
And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly. 
(Matthew 17:18) 

5. Jesus raised a child from the dead. 
¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ά¢ŀƭƛǘƘŀ ŎǳƳƛΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ 
ŀǊƛǎŜΦέ!ƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ Ǝƻǘ ǳǇΦ όaŀǊƪ рΥпм-42) 

6. WŜǎǳǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƻŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǇŜople. 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōƻȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŦƛǾŜ ōŀǊƭŜȅ ƭƻŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ŦƛǎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƻ ƳŀƴȅΚέ 
WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΦέ όWƻƘƴ сΥф-10) 

7. Jesus said you should become like a child. 
"Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." 
(Matthew 18:3-4) 

8. ²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎǊƛŜŘ άIƻǎŀƴƴŀΗέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΦ 
The chief priests and the scribes saw . . . ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΣ άIƻǎŀƴƴŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
{ƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΗέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нмΥмрύ 

9. Jesus predicted the terrible days when fathers would give their children up to death. 
"And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child." (Mark 13:12) 

10. Jesus said that if you receive a child in his name, you receive him and the one who sent him. 
"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives 
not me but him who sent me." (Mark 9:37) 

Question: What did Jesus mean when He spoke of άbecoming a childέ in Matthew 18:3-4?  

According to John Piper (Pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN):  
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άOne thing to watch for when assessing a person's spiritual fitness for 
ministry is how he or she relates to children. Put a child in the room and 
watch. This is what Jesus did to make his point. Children are the litmus paper 
to expose the presence of pride. 

¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
ǇǊƻǳŘΣ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ IŜ ŘƛŘ ǎŀȅ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀt in Matthew 18:3, 
ά¢ǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
striking. When Jesus saw that his disciples were arguing over which of them 
was the greatesǘΣ άIŜ ǎŀǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜΦ Φ Φ Φ!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ 
and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 
Ψ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ƳŜΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜ 
but him who senǘ ƳŜΦΩέ όMk. 9:34-37). 

Receiving a child into your arms in the name of Jesus is a way to receive Jesus. And receiving Jesus is a 
way to receive God. Therefore how we deal with children is a signal of our fellowship with God. 
Something is deeply amiss in the soul that does not descend (or is it really ascend?) to love and hold a 
child.έ 

ά{ŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎΥ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ς 

and indeed ǿŜ ŀǊŜΗέ 

What happens to dull the edge of wonder and expectation, causing us either to neglect altogether the 

tremendous blessing of being a child of God, set free, washed and cleansed, bound for heaven, useful in 

the here and now, empowered, and gifted for His glory to be manifested in and through our lives! 

¶ I want to be that wide eyed little kid, full of wonder at the prospects of God in me and using me. 

¶ I want to see God again as I did then, great and holy, living and majestic, close by me, to hear His 

tender voice and feel the warmth of His embrace. 

¶ ¸ŜǘΣ L ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƻften too self-absorbed or preoccupied with circumstances to ponder the 

ǎƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

¶ Iƻǿ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ L ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊŜΣ Ƴȅ 

well-being, my best interests, my personal ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ Ƴȅ ƘǳǊǘǎΣ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΧŀƴŘ 

the list is endless. 

How many orphans would trade places with you and me to feel the warm embrace of a loving parent, 

ƭŜǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ! 
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Concerning the text and context: 

ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ 3:1-3 is a parenthesis within the present section in which the author reflects on what it means to 

be fathered by God, a subject he has mentioned at the end of 2:29. The sequence of the argument is 

then resumed by 3:4, which is in opposition to 2:29έ ό¢ƘŜ b9¢ .ƛōƭŜΣ © 1996-2005 Biblical Studies Press). 

In an effort to reveal the merits and character of true spiritual son ship, John interjects an exhilarating 

charge, followed by a series of affirmation aimed at revealing the contrasting nature of the new born 

child of God to his/her worldly counterpart. 

How can we express this in our own affirming declarations? 

I. LΩƳ !ƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ (the phrase erupts with urgency and excitement), ά{ŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ 

ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎέ ό3:1a, NET). Speaking of erupting with urgency and 

excitement, consider the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir singing Carol CymbalaΩs,  IΩm Amazed! 


